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SOUTH WEST CHILD AND ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE 

790. Hon ADELE FARINA to the minister representing the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the South West Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service. 

(1) What growth funding has been allocated to South West CAMHS for 2011–12? 

(2) If growth funding is yet to be determined — 

(a) when will it be determined; and 

(b) what action is the minister taking to ensure all children and adolescents with mental health 
problems are able to access South West CAMHS for assessment and appropriate treatment? 

(3) What is the current wait time for assessment by South West CAMHS? 

(4) How many children and adolescents are on the wait list for assessment by South West CAMHS? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1)–(2)(a) The Mental Health Commission’s purchasing intentions are currently being considered by the 
Department of Health. Negotiations around the targeted allocation of $6.5 million in funding 
are taking place between the Mental Health Commission and the Department of Health, and 
will be determined shortly. 

(2)(b)–(4) These questions need to be addressed to the Minister for Mental Health. However, I am aware 
that I have already provided that information to the member, and I ask her to look at answer 
714. 

Point of Order 

Hon ADELE FARINA: South West CAMHS is an organisation that is actually operated through the 
Department of Health, and I have asked what the wait time for assessment by South West CAMHS is, and how 
many children are actually on the wait list. I do not see how the Minister for Mental Health can answer that 
question when South West CAMHS falls under country health. I have not previously asked that question of the 
Minister for Mental Health, because it does not fall within her portfolio responsibility. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not believe that is a point of order; it is a point of clarification with the minister in terms 
of her direct portfolio responsibilities and her representative portfolios, but it is not a point of order in terms of 
procedure. 
 


